Elder’s Penv

One of the phrases that has become quite popular in the last
few weeks is, “We will all get through this together”. We hear
it from many government officials at the end of their public
addresses, from numerous television commercials, as well as
other sources. This is not to suggest that everyone that uses
this expression has horrible motives, but does it present an
accurate and true assessment of the situation that we are in?

There certainly is a sense in which “We are all IN this crisis
together.” We all surely appreciate the efforts of our health

care workers, first responders, and all those on the front lines
dealing with this pandemic. And we all absolutely have
responsibilities to each other as well as to those God has placed
in authority over us in government. We should do all that we
can as citizens to help stop the spread of Covid-19.

But the phrase, “We will all get through this together” seems
to imply that ultimately it is our “togetherness” as a human race
that will get us through this; that we can, at the end of the day,
look to each other in order to make it through. It has the ring of
a Godless dependence, a self-reliance. As if somehow, we have
what it takes to see our way clear of this pandemic. Ironically, it
has been our “togetherness” that has been the perpetrator in
the spread of the virus. Itis “togetherness” that everyone has
taken such unprecedented measures trying to avoid.

We read about a group of people that had this Godless
self-reliance in Genesis 11:3-4at the Tower of Babel. And they
said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them
thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for
mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a
name for ourselves...

As believers, our outlook during this Coronavirus ordeal should
be vastly different than that of the world. Times like these
serve to remind Christians of what we already know. That we
were created to be a dependent people, not ultimately on each
other, but on our Creator, the True, Supreme and Living God.
The One in whom “we live and move and have our being” Acts
77:28. The knowledge of our reliance on God should lead us to
much prayer during this time. God’s Word teaches us that
prideful self-reliance will keep us from seeking Him, but that
humble submission will teach us to “cast our cares on Him for
He cares for us” 1 Peter 5:7.

As Christians, how will we all get through this? | believe our
response to this should be that of the apostle Paul in Romans
74:8-9 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we dlie, we diie to
the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are
the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

For those of us who hope in The Living Hope, Christ Jesus our
Lord, we will either “make it through all this”, not because we
are together, but by the Grace of God, our we will “depart and
be with Christ, for that is far better.” (Philjppians 1:23)

Elder Brian Hayes
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“The branch of the vine does not worry, and toil, and rush here to
seek for sunshine, and there to find rain. No; it rests in union and
communion with the vine...Let us so abide in the Lord Jesus.”
—Hudson Taylor
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Gods Election.

Dr. Tim Keller addresses the question:

If you believe in election, doesn’t that leave you with the
problem of why God doesn’t choose to save everyone?

Yes, but the same is true for Christians who don't believe in
election. Election doesn't create the problem, it only leads us to
think about it. To deny the doctrine of election does not help
you escape the issue. All Christians have this problem, and so
we cannot object to election by appealing to it. A person who
doesn’t believe in election faces this dilemma:

(a) God wants everybody saved.

(b) God could save everyone.

(c) God does not.

The question, though, still remains: Why not? That is the
ultimate mystery, but abandoning the doctrine of election does
not answer it.

Someone says: “But | believe that though God doesn’t want us
to be lost, some are lost because they choose wrongly and God
will not violate their freedom of choice.” But why is freedom of
choice sacrosanct? | try to honor my child’s freedom of will, but
not if | see he is about to be killed by it! Why can’t God “insult”
our freedom of will for a moment and save us for eternity?
Regardless of whether you think we are saved by our choice or
by God’s, you still face the same question: Why wouldn’t God
save us all if he has the power and desire to do so? Again, itis a
hard question, but it cannot be used as an argument against
the doctrine of election. We can go further. Suppose election is
not true. Suppose that eons ago God set up salvation on this
system: Every person will have an equal ability to accept or
reject Christ, who will die and be raised and be presented
through the gospel message. The moment God determined to
set up salvation on that system, he would’'ve immediately
known exactly which persons would be saved and which
would be condemned on that basis. So the minute he “set it
up,” he would be de facto electing some and passing over
others. We come out to the same place. God could save all, but
he doesn’t. So why doesn’t he? We can only know two things.
First, the answer must have something to do with his perfect
nature. He is perfectly loving and perfectly righteous, and
neither can be preferred over the other or he wouldn’t be God.
Somehow the answer has to do with his being consistent with
himself. Second, we cannot see the whole picture. Why? If we
can conceive of a more merciful system of salvation than God
has, we must not see it rightly, for God is more merciful than we
can ever imagine. Indeed, when we finally see the whole plan
and answer, we will not be able to find fault with it.
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Discipleship Class
With Brian Patrick
Sunday Morning @ 9am

Weekday Meetings
T Mondays | 7PM
- Men’s Zoom Meeting
4 Tuesdays | 7PM
Women’s Zoom Meeting
<) Job Study

N Wednesdays @ 7PM
Teaching Series

« % Build the Body Teams

If you would like to serve on a BtB Team and
forgot to sign up, please contact the team
leader at the appropriate email address.

Children’s Studies

Pastor Jamie Preschool, Elementary
*" &Youth Studies with Caleb Capps

Y Service Times

[.r Sunday School 9:00 AM

Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Giving from service on 04.26.20

General Offering .......cccovvvee vnnnn 24,079.36
BuildingFund..........cciiiiiiin onnn 1,125.35
Uganda......ccoviiiiiiiiieecccccnnnnss 445.00
Benevolence.......coiiiiiiiiinnnnnns 1,030.00
Foundation.......ccoeeeeeeeennnennnnnns 25.00
Total......ooovv veennn 26,704.71

Attendance...10 present
33 online connections
64 cars

o7 Quegfony

Women'’s Ministry-women@ghbcva.org
AWANA-awana@ghbcva.org
Outreach Ministry-outreach@ghbcva.org
Worship Ministry-worship@ghbcva.org
Men’s Ministry-men@ghbcva.org
Children’s Ministry-children@ghbcva.org
Youth Ministry-youth@ghbcva.org
Prayer Team-prayer@ghbcva.org
Maintenance-maintenance @ghbcva.org
Fellowship-fellowship@ghbcva.org
Communications-communications@ghbcva.org
Front Line-frontline@ghbcva.org
Security-security@ghbcva.org
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