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ghbcva.org

Welcome to 
Grace Harvest 
Bible Church
10.25.26

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASSES
9:00am

Elders - 2 Samuel
Sanctuary A

Bereans - Luke
Upstairs C

Young Adults - 1 Corinthians
Downstairs B, Gray Room

Surge (10 - 12 Year Olds)
Upstairs C

Youth (13 - 18 Year Olds)
Basement A

Children’s SS
(Birth - 9 Year Olds)

Downstairs C

SUNDAY SERVICES
10:30am

Worship Service

Children's Church
(Birth - 9 Year Olds)

WEEKDAY EVENTS
Trail Life & 
American Heritage Girls
Mondays 6:30pm 

Men’s Book Study
Mondays 7pm | Fridays 6am

Women’s Walk & Book Study
Mondays 6:30pm

Worship Team Practice
Tuesdays 7:00pm

Awana
Wednesdays 6:30pm

Surge (10 - 12 Year Olds)
Wednesdays 6:30pm

Youth (13 - 18 Year Olds)
Wednesdays 6:30pm

Men’s Alliance
Wednesdays 7:00pm

Family Groups 
Every other Thursday 
9:00am, 6:30pm, & 7:00pm 

804.561.37429821 S Redfield Drive
Amelia, VA 23002

“The heart is not converted by adding Christ
to what we already have; it is converted when

Christ becomes everything.”
 — J. C. Ryle

VISITORS + MEMBERS
For ALL church announcements, our

church calendar, ministries for
serving and small groups to join,

please see our Church Center app.



“More Than an Invitation: The Lordship of Christ”

“Now why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”
— Luke 6:46

One of the most common phrases we hear in modern Christianity is “Ask
Jesus into your heart.” Many have heard it since childhood. It is often
used with sincere intentions to communicate the truth that we must come
to Christ personally. But we must be careful. The danger is that this
phrase can communicate something the Bible never teaches: that
salvation is simply inviting Jesus to become part of our lives while we
remain in control.

Jesus is not seeking to merely enhance a comfortable life with a spiritual
addition. He isn't asking to be a guest in our homes; instead, He calls us
to give Him full control. Many reference Revelation 3:20: “Behold, I stand
at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I
will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” Over the years,
this verse has often been seen as depicting Jesus waiting outside an
unbeliever's heart for an invitation. Although the imagery is compelling,
it's crucial to consider the context. Jesus was not addressing atheists,
pagans, or those unfamiliar with the gospel but was speaking to a
church.

The church at Laodicea was religious. They gathered together. They
had a reputation. They believed they were spiritually healthy. But Jesus
looked at them and said: “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold
nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm,
and neither hot nor cold, I will vomit you out of My mouth.” Revelation
3:15–16. Their greatest problem was not that they lacked religion. Their
problem was that they had religion without surrender. They had activity
without intimacy. They had a form of faith without a heart transformed by
Christ. They had, in a sense, shut Jesus out.

The warning of Revelation 3:20 is not merely, “Let Jesus into your life so
you can be happier.” The call is far greater: repent and return to the King
who deserves the throne of your life. This is where cheap grace becomes
so dangerous. Cheap grace tells people: “Say a prayer.” “Make a
decision.” “Invite Jesus in.” “Then continue living however you want.” But
biblical grace does not merely forgive us; it transforms us. Grace does not
allow us to remain the master of our own lives. Grace brings us under the
lordship of Christ.

Jesus said: “Now why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I
say?” (Luke 6:46). Notice He did not say, “Why do you call Me Savior?”
He said, “Why do you call Me Lord?” The question is not simply, “Have
you invited Jesus into your heart?” The question is, “Has Jesus taken His
rightful place as Lord over your life?”

Pastor’s Pen 

Grace Gems 
We would not be so perplexed by the mysteries of our lives!

(J.R. Miller, "Evening Thoughts" 1907)

"God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His holiness. No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been
trained by it." Hebrews 12:10-11

We are not in this world merely to have a pleasant time — but to be
fashioned into beauty of Christly character. If we would always remember
this, we would not be so perplexed by the mysteries of our lives. If joy is ours
— it is to make us a greater blessing to others. If sorrow is ours — it is to
bring out Christ's image in us more clearly. If our hopes are disappointed —
it is because God has some better thing for us, than that which we so
earnestly desire. If we are called to endure pain — it is because godly
character can only be matured by affliction.

If bereavement comes and we are left without the human arm we have
always leaned upon — it is because there are elements of character in our
life which never could be developed unless the human support were
removed. If our burdens are heavy — it is because we grow best under
burdens. If we suffer wrong — it is to teach us better the great lessons of
meekness, patience and sweet temper.

Always the Master is making us into the beauty of the holy pattern He has set
for us, and preparing us for greater usefulness and better service!

"And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose."
Romans 8:28

Jesus Himself warned: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in
heaven will enter.” (Matthew 7:21)

A person can pray a prayer and never surrender. A person can walk an
aisle and never bow the knee. A person can claim Jesus while still holding
tightly to the throne of their own heart. True salvation is not merely receiving
Jesus as a helper. It is receiving Him as King.

The gospel invitation is not: “Invite Jesus into your life so He can make your
dreams come true.” The gospel invitation is: “Repent, surrender, and trust the
crucified and risen Lord who calls you to follow Him.” Jesus does not come
into our lives to take a small place among our priorities. He comes as Lord to
reorder everything. He does not ask to be a roommate. He demands to be
King.

Your shepherd, Pastor Mark
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