
True disciples! 
 

 "If you abide in My word, then you are truly My 
disciples;  and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free." John 8:31-32 
 
What is the difference between a true believer and a 
false believer? There will always be a mixture of the 
two in every true Church. Even the 12 apostles', the 
first disciples, had a false believer, Judas Iscariot, in 
their midst. So how can you be sure that you truly 
belong to Him? Jesus gives us the answer, "If you 
abide in My word, then you are truly My disciples." 
But what does it mean to abide in His Word? 
 

To abide in His word is to obey all of the teachings 
of Christ. When we read the scriptures and obey 
them, we will know the truth, and that truth will 
make us free.   Believing in Jesus, obeying His Word, 
and knowing the truth brings us spiritual freedom. 
We are no longer slaves of sin or children of Satan. , 
We have God's protection from the evil one (John 
17:15). We are free from condemnation (Rom. 8:1), 
judgment (John 3:18), spiritual ignorance (8:12), and 
spiritual death . 
 

Scripture repeatedly affirms that only those who 
obey Christ are truly His disciples: 
 

" For whoever does the will of My Father    
who is in heaven, he is My brother and         
sister and mother...” (Matt. 12:50) 
 " If you love Me, you will keep My               
commandments." (John 14:15) 
" He who has My commandments and keeps 
them is the one who loves Me; and he who 
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will 
love him and will disclose Myself to 
him.” (John 14:21) 

" If you keep My commandments, you will     
abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love.." (John 
15:10) 
 " You are My friends if you do what I command 
you." (John 15:14) 
“The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” 
and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps 
His word, truly in him the love of God has been 
perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 6 
the one who says he abides in Him ought himself 
to walk in the same manner as He 
walked…”      (1 John 2:4–6) 
“And the one who keeps His commandments 
abides in Him, and He in him.. (1 John 3:24) 
For this is the love of God, that we keep His    
commandments; and His commandments are 
not burdensome.” (1 John 5:3) 
 

Are you a true disciple? Do you abide in His word?       

Do you know the truth? 

 

Your shepherd,  

Pastor Mark  

 

 A bad tree  
(Octavius Winslow, "From Grace to Glory" 1864) 
 
"By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people 
gather  grapes from thornbushes, or figs from   
thistles? Likewise  every good tree bears good 
fruit, but a bad tree bears  bad fruit. A good tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear 
good fruit." Matthew 7:16-18 
 
An unconverted state will bear fruit corresponding 
with its own essence. It must, in the nature of things, 
be so. The enmity against God of the carnal mind, the 
rejection of the Lord Jesus, the governing principle  
of SELF, the supreme ascendancy of the world, the 
slavery of sin; indicate, unmistakably, the unrenewed, 
unregenerate nature from which they spring. We do 
not expect one to yield the fruits of holiness from an 
unholy nature. 
 
The life an unbeliever lives is in keeping with the    

unrenewed heart he possesses. He is of the earth, 

earthly. It is consistent with his unregenerate           

nature. . .that he should be of the world, that he 

should love the world, that the world should love   

him and claim him as its own, that the things of the 

world its pursuits, its pleasures, its sins; should . . .  

harmonize with his nature,  charm his tastes, delight 

his senses, and bind his affections in their spell. 

    

 

 

 “The source of most of the problems people have in their      
Christian lives relates to two things: either they are not             

worshiping six days a week with their life, or they are not         
worshiping one day a week with the assembly of the saints.        

We need both.” 
—John MacArthur 
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