GIVING 07.05.26

General Offering $11,953.10 wm &
o e Grace Harvest
Benevolence $192.00 Bi b e C h U rCh
Total $13,842.10

Attendance 238

"Many desire to be saved from hell, but they
do not desire to be saved from sin."

— R.C. Sproul

07.12.26

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASSES
@:00am

Elders - 2 Samuel
Sanctuary A

Bereans - Luke

Upstairs C

Young Adults - 1 Corinthians
Downstairs B, Gray Room

Surge (10 - 12 Year Olds)
Upstairs C

Youth (13 - 18 Year Olds)
Basement A

WEEKDAY EVENTS
Trail Life &

American Heritage Girls
Mondays 6:30pm
(resumes July 13th)

Men'’s Book Study
Mondays 7pm | Fridays éam
(resumes September 14th)

Women'’s Book Study
Mondays 6:30pm

Worship Team Practice
Tuesdays 7:00pm

Awana
Children’s S§ | Wednesdays 6:30pm

(Birth - 9 Year Olds) (resumes September 16th)

Downstairs C Surge (10 - 12 Year Olds)
SUNDAY SERVICES Wednesdays 6:30pm

10:30am | youth (13 - 18 Year Olds)
Wednesdays 6:30pm

VISITORS + MEMBERS

For ALL church announcements, our
church calendar, ministries for
serving and small groups to join,
please see our Church Center app.

Worship Service
o Children's Church (\/AVZZZQEIIS;]:;:OOpm

9821 S Redfield Drive (Birth - 9 Year Olds)
Amelia, VA 23002 804.561.3742

ghbcva.org



QMZZ*D,S'/ Den

| Never Knew You!

"And then | will declare to them, 'l never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practice lawlessness.'" Matthew 7:23

The Greek term translated as "knew" is éyvwv (e%nén), derived

from the verb YLVd)OKu) (%inéské). This word signities more than

just intellectual understanding; it often refers to a personal, close,
and relational kind of knowledge. This same sense of knowing

describes God's covenant relationship with His people, as seen in
John 10:14 and Galatians 4:9.

Jesus is not saying, "l never heard of you." As the omniscient Son
of God, He knows everything about every person. Rather, He is
saying, "l never had a saving relationship with you." There was
never a genuine union between Christ and them.

What makes this passage so soberin? is that Jesus isn't speaking
to atheists, agnostics, or followers of false religions. Instead, the
context shows that these individuals claimed faith in Christ. They
called Him "Lord, Lord" (Matthew 7:21-22), preached in His
name, cast out demons, and performed great works through Him.
On the surface, they seemed genuinely religious and effective in
their ministry.

Yet Jesus reveals that profession is not the same as possession.
Religious activity is not the same as regeneration. Ministry
accomplishmenfs are not proof of salvation. Their lives were
marked by what Jesus calls "lawlessness" —a continual pattern of
rebellion against God's will. Their works may have impressed
people, buf their hearts remained unchanged.

This passage warns all church members, ministry leaders, pastors,
and Christians. The key question is not just, "Do’| know about
Jesus2" but, "Does Jesus know me2" Genuine salvation is
demonstrated through a living relationship with Christ that leads to
obedience. It's not about perfection but a transformed life
characterized by repentance and faith.

As the Puritan preacher Matthew Henry observed, "Many will
claim acguaintance with Christ at the last day, who were strangers
to Him all their days."

The tragedy of Matthew 7:23 is not that these people lost their
salvation. The tragedy is that they never possessed it. They
spent their lives believing they belonged to Christ, only to

iscover they had religion without relationship, activity without
authenticity, and profession without possession.

May we examine ourselves in light of God's Word and rest
not in what we do for Christ, but in what Christ has done for
us. For those who truly belong to Him, Jesus says, “I am the
resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even
if he dies,” (John 11:25)

Guace Gems

Never did God appear more glorious!
-Thomas Charles

Your shepherd,
Pastor Mark

"We considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and
afflicted, He was pierced for our transgressions, He was
crushed for our iniguities. The ﬁymshmenf that brought us
peace, was upon Him, Ian.d ﬁys 3:‘51 v5vounds we are healed."
saia :4-

God is as glorious in punishing sin-as He is in pardoning sin.
Never did”"God appear more S,glorious, than when He was

ouring out His wrath on the Son of His love, for our sins.
fustice and mercy, holiness and love-shone there with united
and transcendent splendor.

The same glory of God which shines in Punishing sin in Hell-
appeared in His punishing it on the cross!

Does not God deserve to be loved for the one, as well as for
the other? Does He not deserve to be loved wherever and in
whatever manner He causes His glorious justice to appear?

That man never had true grace-who does not love God for
punishing sin, as well as for pardoning it.

"Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a
curse for us, for it is written: Cursed is everyone who is hung
on a tree." Galatians 3:13

"He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree!" 1 Peter
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