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“So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created
them.” Genesis 1:27

Who would ever think that we would be a nation
where people were concerned they might offend
someone because a toy was named Mr. Potato Head?
Or that you would be labeled transphobic if you believe
that there are only two genders. However, that is
precisely what has happened. The house of
Representatives passed a bill that would extend civil
rights protections to prohibit discrimination based on
sexual orientation or gender identity. If it is passed in
the Senate and signed by the president, it would have
far-reaching consequences.

How did we as a nation get to this point? Who is
responsible? The answer is simple, and his name is Satan.
God created man, and he made them male and female,
and ever since, Satan has tried to corrupt what God

has created. Satan is the “father of lies” in that he is the
original liar. Lying is Satan’s primary weapon against
men and women. He uses the tactic of deceit to keep
people separated from God. Some of his more common
lies are “there is no God,” “God doesn’t care about you,”
“the Bible cannot be trusted,” and “your good works will
get you into heaven.” The apostle Paul tells us that Satan
“masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14),
so that what he says and does sounds good and seems
reasonable. But it is nothing more than a lie.

As the days get more and more evil, as people become
more hostile to God and His Gospel, Christians must
stand firm on the Word of God. We, the church, are the
outpost that God has placed in enemy territory. God
has given temporary control of the world to Satan, and
he is the enemy of God and every believer. In just two
generations, we have seen the murder of over 60 million
babies in the womb. What God declares as sin is now
openly celebrated in every area of our lives, including
Christian churches where false teachers spread lies
straight from the pit of hell.

How do we stand firm and how do we respond to those
who spread these lies? First, to stand firm, you must
know the Word of God. Study it, meditate on it, memorize
it. Listen and learn when the Word of God is preached
and taught. Second, you must be an active member of a
local body of believers. Just as a herd is protected from
predators when they are together, so is the body of
Christ when we hold each other accountable. Here at
Grace Harvest, we stand firm on what God has to say,
and we do not test to see which way the wind is blowing
to take a stand.

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise
but as wise, making the best use of the time,
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord
is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,
addressing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always
and for everything to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to

one another out of reverence for Christ”
Ephesians 5:15-21

Your shepherd,

Pastor Mark
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“Sanctification doesn’t happen by osmosis.

We can't starve ourselves spiritually and still expect to grow in the

likeness of Christ. All the facets of Scripture -
all its rich benefits and blessings -

are not available to those who fail or refuse

to open it and study.”

-John MacArthur.

Grace Gory

Christ takes the garbage!
(Charles Spurgeon, "The Meek and Lowly One")

Jewelers can prepare and polish the choicest
diamonds. But Jesus Christ polishes a common
pebble, and makes a jewel of it! Jewelers make
their precious treasures, out of precious materials.
Christ makes His precious things, out of dross
(scum)! He always begins with bad material. Christ
takes ... the despicable, the vilest, the scum, the
off-scouring, the filth, the garbage of the world, and
out of such stuff and matter as that, He builds up a
holy temple, and gathers to Himself trophies for His
honor and praise!

"Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor
adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual
offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards
nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom
of God. And that is what some of you were! But you
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit
of our God." 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
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H General Offering ......ccovvvive veeennnnns 9,755.56

EJF b Elb_ll_e Classes BuildingFund ......covvviiiiiinninennennnn. 517.35 Mar 07, 2021
= ew Testament Uganda.....coeveieennrinrinncenscnscenconss 40.00 L

Sunday School BENEVOIENCE .o v vvvevvieenreneeneenneeneennes 50.00

Sunday Morning @ 9AM

Total...covveeee cvnnen $10,362.91
; Weekday Meetings Attendance.......... 168
Online......... 26

T Mondays | 7PM
~ Men’s Bible Study
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N Family Groups
;*l Thursdays @ 7PM @ Royall's Women'’s Ministry-women@ghbcva.org
- Every other Thursday @7PM AWANA-awana@ghbcva.org
@ Patrick’s & Cox’s Outreach Ministry-outreach@ghbcva.org
Worship Ministry-worship@ghbcva.org
Men’s Ministry-men@ghbcva.org
, : Children’s Ministry-children@ghbcva.org
v N Build the BOdy Teams Youth Ministry-youth@ghbcva.org
' If you would |I|$e to serve on a BtB Team Prayer Team-prayer@ghbcva.org
and forgot to sign up, pleas.e contac.t the Maintenance-maintenance @ghbcva.org
team leader at the appropriate email Fellowship-fellowship@ghbcva.org
address. Communications-communications@ghbcva.org
Front Line-frontline@ghbcva.org
Security-security@ghbcva.org
Youth Study
Wednesdays @6:30PM
Youth Study -
AWANA @6:30PM-8PM Grace Harvest
. Baptist Church
(Ap > Service Times go + gather« grow«
- Sunday Service 10:30AM ghbcva.org | 804.561.3742

Children’s Church @10:30AM 9821 South Redfield Drive, Amelia, VA 23002




