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Her children rise up and call her blessed;
her husband also, and he praises her.
Proverbs 31:28

Today we celebrate mother’s day. How and why was
this day set aside to honor mothers? The following
is from an excerpt on the origin of Mother’s Day
written by Alice Underwood : “The origin of Mother’s
Day as we know it took place in the early 1900s. A
woman named Anna Jarvis started a campaign for
an official holiday honoring mothers in 1905, the
year her own mother died. The first larger-scale
celebration of the holiday was in 1908, when Jarvis
held a public memorial for her mother in her
hometown of Grafton, West Virginia. Over the next
few years, Jarvis pushed to have the holiday officially
recognized, and it was celebrated increasingly in
more and more states around the U.S. Finally,

in 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed a
proclamation making Mother’s Day an official
holiday, to take place the second Sunday of May.
Anna Jarvis put Mother’s Day on the calendar as a
day dedicated to expressing love and gratitude to
mothers, acknowledging the sacrifices women make
for their children.”

On this Mother’s Day | honor all of you for your
selfless sacrifices, unconditional love, sleepless
nights, and your faithfulness to your Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. May the Lord bless you and keep you
and may your children rise up and call you blessed.

Your shepherd,

Pastor Mark _|_ —|— _I_
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Mother's Day: Honoring God's Indispensable Gift
By Barrett Duke

God couldn't be everywhere, so He made mothers.

" While not theologically accurate, this old Jewish saying
describes beautifully the significant role mothers have in
our lives.

Motherhood is one of God's greatest gifts to humanity. A
loving, committed mother is an indispensable person in
our development. Just imagine a world without mothers.
It would be a sterile place indeed. Mothers instill powerful
social and nurturing characteristics in each generation. It
is principally from their mothers that children learn the
virtues of sacrifice, sharing, valuing others, compassion,
community and a host of other interpersonal values and
skills that enable humans to live together in peace.
Biologically, women are designed for self-sacrifice. When
pregnant, a woman's body focuses its primary attention
to nurturing that new, growing life developing within
her. Her body will automatically prioritize the needs of
her unborn baby. And this inherent gift for self-sacrifice
isn't only biological. After her children are born, a mother
will continue to sacrifice herself for the needs of her
children. She will do whatever she can to assure her
children have what they need.
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“You are as much serving God in looking after your own
children, and training them up in God’s fear, and minding the
house, and making your household a church for God,
as you would be if you had been called to lead an

army to battle for the Lord of hosts.”
~__ -Charles Spurgeo

Mothers are also designed by God to nurture. There is
just no greater nurturing power on the planet than a
mother. When the apostle Paul was describing his love
for the church at Thessalonica, he used the metaphor

of a mother's love to describe how deeply he cared for
the Thessalonians. He reminded them that he was like

a "gentle" mother who "tenderly cares for her own
children" (1 Thessalonians 2:7). When God described His
love for Israel, He did so with a motherhood metaphor.
He told Israel that He would comfort them like a mother
comforts her children (Isaiah 66:13).

I am reminded of the closing chapters of the great
biblical book of wisdom, the book of Proverbs. The book
that has helped billions of people through millennia live
better lives closes with a great testimonial tribute to
women. That's right; the last words of the book of
Proverbs don't extend praise to God, or exalt manhood.
They speak of the beautiful, indispensable role that
women play in God's creation. After 30 chapters of
directions on living the good, godly, noble life, the great
book of Proverbs closes with these words to the godly
woman: "Her children rise up and bless her; Her husband
also, and he praises her, saying, 'Many daughters have
done nobly, But you excel them all.' Charm is deceitful
and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she
shall be praised. Give her the product of her hands, and
let her works praise her in the gates" (Proverbs 31:28-31).
The best of all that God designed a woman to be is
expressed in motherhood. Not one of us came into this
world without a mother. And in these days of abortion
on-demand, motherhood is a conscious, deliberate
decision by a woman to enter into that noble, God-like
act of loving self-sacrifice to participate with the God of
all creation to bring a new life into the world -- you.

This Mother's Day, | hope you will take the time to say
thanks to your mother in a special way. No she isn't
perfect, and no she didn't do everything right, but she
gave you life. And if she is like most mothers, she
sacrificed for you and did what she could to prepare you
to be a loving, caring person. And to mothers, | say thank
you for all you have done to prepare your children to be
the good men and women of the next generation. Our
world cannot make it without you. Thank you for all you
do. Happy Mother's Day.
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Discipleship Class
With Brian Patrick
Sunday Morning @ 9am

Weekday Meetings
T Mondays | 7PM
- Men’s Zoom Meeting
4 Tuesdays | 7PM
Women’s Zoom Meeting
<) Job Study

N Wednesdays @ 7PM
Teaching Series

« % Build the Body Teams

If you would like to serve on a BtB Team and
forgot to sign up, please contact the team
leader at the appropriate email address.

Children’s Studies

Pastor Jamie Preschool, Elementary
*" &Youth Studies with Caleb Capps
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[.r Sunday School 9:00 AM

Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Giving from service on 05.03.20

General Offering ......ccoovvvee vennns 9,248.84
BuildingFund..........cciiiiiiin onnn 2,150.00
Uganda.......coviiiiiiiiieecccccnnnnss 135.00
Benevolence.......ccoviiiieeeccnnnns os 494.00
Foundation.......ccoeeeeeeeennnennnnnns 25.00
Total......ooovv veennn 12,052.84

Attendance...115 present
41 online connections
60 cars
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Women'’s Ministry-women@ghbcva.org
AWANA-awana@ghbcva.org
Outreach Ministry-outreach@ghbcva.org
Worship Ministry-worship@ghbcva.org
Men’s Ministry-men@ghbcva.org
Children’s Ministry-children@ghbcva.org
Youth Ministry-youth@ghbcva.org
Prayer Team-prayer@ghbcva.org
Maintenance-maintenance @ghbcva.org
Fellowship-fellowship@ghbcva.org
Communications-communications@ghbcva.org
Front Line-frontline@ghbcva.org
Security-security@ghbcva.org
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