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Contentment

“For the sake of Christ, then, | am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong.”

2 Corinthians 12:10

Has anyone asked you, “If God is good, why does He
allow bad things to happen to good people”? The
truth is that there are no good people, but that is not
the answer they are looking for. Christians are not
immune from being discouraged when “bad things”
happen in their lives, however, this is no excuse to
hide away in a cave. As Christians, we must have the
same attitude as Paul. The Apostle Paul loved the
Corinthians. Even though Paul had brought the
gospel to them, nurtured them, taught them, and
poured his life into them, many of them had turned
on him in favor of the false apostles. However, in
spite of the personal anguish, he knew that in order
for him to be at peace he needed to be content
even with, “insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities”.

John MacArthur made the following comments
about this passage:

Having a proper perspective on trouble, trials,
and suffering is the cornerstone of Christian
living. Focusing all one’s efforts on removing
difficulties is not the answer. Believers need
to embrace the trials God allows them to un
dergo, knowing that those trials reveal their
character, humble them, draw them closer to
God, and allow Him to display His grace and
power in their lives.

They should heed the counsel of apostle
James to “Consider it all joy, my brethren,
when you encounter various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces
endurance. And let endurance have its
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing” (James 1:2-4).

Christian, you must trust God the most in areas of
your life where you are weakest, or where you suffer
the most. Christians who are trusting God are most
powerful when they have the least self-reliance.
God's power is far and away more capable than our
own.

Your shepherd,
Pastor Mark
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“A true and faithful Christian does not make holy living
an accidental thing. It is his great concern. As the business
of the soldier is to fight, so the business of the Christian i
: to be like Christ.”

- Johnathan Edwards
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Truth For Life
Everyday Dangers!

He who splits logs is endangered by them.- Ecclesiastes 10:9

Oppressors may enforce their will on poor and needy men
just as easily as they can split logs of wood, but they better be
careful, for it is a dangerous business, and a splinter from a
tree has often killed the woodsman. Jesus is persecuted in
every injured saint, and He is strong to avenge His loved ones.
Success in treading down the poor and needy is a thing to be
trembled at: If the persecutors do not face immediate danger,
they will face great danger in the end.

To split logs is a common everyday business, and yet it has its
dangers. So then, reader, there are dangers connected with
your calling and daily life that it will be good for you to be
aware of. We do not refer to hazards by flood and field or by
disease and sudden death, but to perils of a spiritual sort. Your
occupation may be as humble as log splitting, and yet the
devil can tempt you in it. You may be a domestic servant, a
farm laborer, or a mechanic, and you may be greatly shielded
from temptations to the bigger vices, and yet some secret sin
may undo you. Those who live at home and do not mingle
with the rough world may still be endangered by their very
seclusion. The one who thinks himself safe is safe nowhere!
Pride may enter a poor man's heart; greed may reign in a
cottager's bosom; uncleanness may venture into the quietest
home; and anger and envy and malice may insert themselves
into the most rural dwelling.

Even in speaking a few words to a doorman we may sin; a
small purchase at a shop may be the first link in a chain of
temptations; the mere looking out of a window may be the
beginning of evil. Lord, how exposed we are! How shall we be
saved! To keep ourselves is a work too hard for us: Only You
Yourself are able to preserve us in such an evil world. Spread
Your protection over us, and we, like little chickens, will cower

down beneath You and feel ourselves safe! —I—
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New Testament
Sunday School
Sunday Morning @ 9-9:45 & 10-10:45

Weekday Meetings
L Mondays | 7PM
- Men’s Zoom Bible Study

Job Study

™5 Wednesdays @ 7PM

Teaching Series (Online Only)

Build the Body Teams

' If you would like to serve on a BtB Team
and forgot to sign up, please contact the
team leader at the appropriate email
address.

Youth Study

Wednesdays @6:30PM
“" Youth Study

AWANA @6:30PM-8PM
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Sunday Service 8:30AM & 10:30AM
Children’s Church @10:30AM

Giving from service on 11/15/2020

General Offering ......cccovvvee vennnn 3,647.60
BuildingFund........cciiiiiiiiiinennns 775.60
Uganda......ccoviiiiiiiiieecccccnnnnss 100.00
Benevolence.......cooeviveennecenncnnns 50.00
Total.....ccevee vvnnnn 4,573.20
Attendance.......... 182
Online......... 22

Buidd e Bedy Mnisihiey

Women'’s Ministry-women@ghbcva.org
AWANA-awana@ghbcva.org
Outreach Ministry-outreach@ghbcva.org
Worship Ministry-worship@ghbcva.org
Men’s Ministry-men@ghbcva.org
Children’s Ministry-children@ghbcva.org
Youth Ministry-youth@ghbcva.org
Prayer Team-prayer@ghbcva.org
Maintenance-maintenance @ghbcva.org
Fellowship-fellowship@ghbcva.org
Communications-communications@ghbcva.org
Front Line-frontline@ghbcva.org
Security-security@ghbcva.org

2J/ Grace Harvest
Baptist Church

go e go’rher- grow e

ghbcva.org | 804.561.3742
9821 South Redfield Drive, Amelia, VA 23002

Grace Harvest
Baptist Church

Nov 22,2020

L




