
Do you love Me? 
 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
John 14:15 

 
I still remember our first year of marriage. Cathy and I 
were both 20 years old and “in love.” I could not wait till 
both of us could live in the same apartment. When we 
returned from our honeymoon and moved in together,    
I remember telling Cathy how weird it was that we were 
married and could live in the same place together. Like 
most couples, that first year was a period of adjusting     
to another person sharing the same space. I couldn’t    
understand the big deal of leaving the toilet seat up       
or why putting the cap back on the toothpaste was      
essential. But, for the life of me, I couldn’t understand 
why Cathy insisted that I pick up my clothes and put 
them in the hamper. Even after I explained I would       
pick them up when we went to the laundry mat, she     
still insisted I was a slob. 
Slowly ( if you ask Cathy very, very, slowly), I started to   
do those things that made her happy. Now I will admit 
after 44 years of marriage, I still fall short in some areas 
(but never the toilet seat). Over the years of marriage, I 
discovered that if I genuinely love my wife, I will willingly 
submit to her request. Happy wife, happy life.  
When I first became a believer in Jesus Christ, I must    

admit that I didn’t fully understand what it meant to 

make Jesus Savior and Lord of my life. As I matured in  

my faith, I asked myself how can I be sure that I loved  

Jesus. So, I opened up the Word and discovered Jesus 

Himself gave me the answer, “If you love me, you will 

keep my commandments.”  I could almost hear Him say, 

“Mark, if you love me, why don’t you obey me?”  Just as     

I show my love for my wife by doing what pleases her, 

God commands me to show my love for Him by keeping 

His commands.  

John Macarthur writes the following in his commentary on 
John 14:15: 

Those commandments include more than the ones 
He gave in the immediate context. They encompass 
His entire revelation of the Father’s will. Obedience   
is a hallmark of genuine saving faith and love for  
God. Those who are truly saved, by grace alone, will 
invariably respond with a life of submission and     
service. With their hearts regenerated and their 
minds renewed, genuine Christians cannot help      
but outwardly reflect who they are on the inside—
new creatures in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17).Throughout His 
ministry, Jesus repeatedly emphasized the obedience 
that characterizes all who savingly believe. “Why do 
you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ ” Jesus demanded, “and do 
not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46). The one who “does 
not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of 
God abides on him” (John 3:36). Those “who are     
selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, [will face God’s] wrath and 
indignation” (Rom. 2:8). It was Paul’s privilege 
through God’s grace “to bring about the obedience 
of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s 
sake” (Rom. 1:5; cf. 15:18; 16:26; Acts 6:7). At His      
second coming Jesus will “[deal] out retribution to 
those who do not know God and to those who do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thess. 1:8). 
To “all those who obey Him [Jesus is] the source of 
eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:9). The elect were chosen 
“to obey Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:2), while the            
unregenerate are those who “do not obey the        
gospel of God” (1 Peter 4:17). 

How do you answer the question, “do you love Jesus”?    

Your shepherd,  
Pastor Mark 

 
 

 
 
 

I choose to suffer Your wrath in their place! (John Flavel, 
1628-1691)   
"He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to 

be holy and blameless in His sight." Ephesians 1:4 
"His eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ 

Jesus our Lord." Ephesians 3:11 
"Who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not         
because of anything we have done but because of His 
own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the beginning of time" 2 Timothy 1:9 
"He was chosen before the creation of the world" 1 Peter 
1:20 
"The blood of the eternal covenant" Hebrews 13:20 
We may thus suppose the Father dialoging with His Son    
in the eternal covenant: 
FATHER: "My Son, here is a company of poor miserable 
souls who have utterly undone themselves, and now lie 
open to My justice! Justice demands satisfaction for them, 
or will satisfy itself in their eternal ruin. What shall be done 
for these wretched souls?" 
SON: "O my Father, such is My love to, and pity for them, 
that rather than they shall perish eternally, I will be         
responsible for them as their Surety. I choose to suffer 
Your wrath in their place, than they should suffer it. Upon 
Me, My Father; upon Me be all their sin." 
FATHER: "But, my Son, if You undertake for them, You 
must reckon to pay the last mite—expect no abatements. 
If I spare them, I will not spare You." 
SON: "Father, let it be so. Charge it all upon Me, I am able 
to discharge it. Though it impoverishes all My riches and 
empties all My treasures, yet I am content to undertake it." 
"For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor,  
so that you through His poverty might become rich!"          
2 Corinthians 8:9 
Something to ponder: 
"There is no surer evidence of an unconverted state—than 

to have the things of the world uppermost in our aim, 

love, and 

 estimation." Joseph Alleine 

 

“Spiritual maturity is not reached by the passing of  
the years, but by obedience to the will of God.” 

-Oswald Chambers 
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