
Is it Finished? 
 
Therefore, when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, 
"It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 
John 19:30 
 
When I was in Minnesota visiting my sister's family the week 
before my sister died, I was asked a question that I have been 
asked many times before. One of my nieces asked, "So, Uncle 
Mark do you believe that Catholics go to heaven when they 
die." My answer was the same as I give to everyone; religion 
does not save you, but Christ does. My question is, how does 
one know they will spend eternity with God? 
Since I was raised as a Roman Catholic, I know that it is a false 
religion. The doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church are not 
compatible with Scripture. It is a works-based false religion. 
The following are some of the teachings of the Catholic 
Church: 
 
1. Baptism-Is required for salvation. The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church (ccc) 1274 teaches, "The Holy Spirit marks 
us at baptism with the seal of the Lord for the day of re-
demption." However, there is no security in this seal, for 
the baptized Christian must be "faithful" to keep the seal 
"until the end." Only then will he "be able to depart this life 
in the hope of resurrection." 

2. Confession of sin- The Catholic Church teaches that for 
your sins to be forgiven, you must get absolution from a 
priest. From Catholics Come Home, "The Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation is one of the most unique and beautiful aspects 
of Catholicism. Jesus Christ, in His abundant love and mer-
cy, established the Sacrament of Confession so that we as 
sinners, can obtain forgiveness for our sins and reconcile 
with God and the Church. The sacrament "washes us 
clean," and renews us in Christ." 

3. Purgatory-According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, Purga-
tory is "a place or condition of temporal punishment for 
those who, departing this life in God's grace, are not en-
tirely free from venial faults, or have not fully paid the sat-
isfaction due to their transgressions." To summarize, in 
Catholic theology Purgatory is a place that a Christian's 
soul goes to after death to be cleansed of the sins that had 
not been fully satisfied during life. 

 
 

 
4. Mary Worship- The Catholic Church teaches Mary's perpetual  
        virginity and that she never had any other children. They also 
        teach to pray to Mary to ask her to intercede to her son on their 
        behalf. 
5. Last Rights-Known as extreme unction. This is administered  
        when a person is extremely ill or dying. A priest will forgive the 
        individual of any unconfessed sin. 
6. Transubstantiation -  "The Council of Trent summarizes the                          
        Catholic faith by declaring: 'Because Christ our Redeemer said 
         that it was truly his body that he was offering under the 
         species of bread, it has always been the conviction of the 
         Church of God, and this holy Council now declares again, that 
         by the consecration of the bread and wine there takes place a 
         change of the whole substance of the bread into the 
         substance of the body of Christ our Lord and of the whole   
         substance of the wine into the substance of his blood. These 
         changes the holy Catholic Church has fittingly and properly 
         called transubstantiation.'" In other words, the Roman Catholic 
         Church teaches that once an ordained priest blesses the bread 
         of the Lord's Supper, it is transformed into the actual flesh of 
         Christ (though it retains the appearance, odor, and taste of 
         bread); and when he blesses the wine, it is transformed into 
         the actual blood of Christ (though it retains the appearance, 
         odor, and taste of wine). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Any church which puts in the palace of justification 

by faith in Christ another method of salvation is a     
harlot church.” 

- Charles Spurgeon   

 
All six of the teachings mentioned here are nowhere found in Scripture. 
 
1. Baptism- Is not a requirement for salvation. Is an outward sign of 

the conversion that takes place when a believer repents of their 
sins and acknowledges Jesus as Lord and Savior of their life. "For   
by grace you have been saved through faith, and this not of        
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, so that no one may 
boast (Eph 2:8-9).  

2. Confession of Sin- No need for a priest. Found only in the Gospel    
of John, the Greek word translated "it is finished" is tetelestai, an 
accounting term that means "paid in full." Jesus paid it all once for 
all. 

3. Purgatory- When an unbeliever dies, they do not get a do-over. 
When a believer dies, they will in the presence of the Lord forever. 
"We are of good courage and prefer rather to be absent from the 
body and to be at home with the Lord (2 Cor 5:8)." 

4. Mary Worship -Mary, the mother of Jesus, was highly favored and 
blessed. She is in the presence of our Savior, just like every other 
believer who had died. But she needed salvation just like every 
other person.  

5. Last Rights- Not necessary for a believer because Roman 8:1        
declares, "Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus." Jesus paid it all on the cross. He declared, "It is 
finished." 

6. Transubstantiation- We do not turn the bread into His body nor the 
fruit of the vine into His blood. We partake of the elements of the 
Lord's Supper as a reminder of what He has done for us. 

  
The Roman Catholic Church is not a Christian Church as described in 
Scripture. It has perverted the Gospel, and it is sending millions to hell 
with a false sense of salvation. There is only one way to be saved by 
God's grace, through faith, in Christ alone. Paul warned us, But even if 
we, or an angel from heaven, should proclaim to you a gospel contrary 
to the Gospel we have proclaimed to you, let him be accursed 
(Gal. 1:8)!”  
 
Your shepherd, 

Pastor Mark  

 
 
 
 
 



Sep 11, 2022 

Mondays | 7PM 
Men’s Bible Study 
Every other Saturday:  
Women of Grace | 9am 

Old Testament 
New Testament 
Young Parents 
Young Adults 
Sunday Morning @ 9AM 

Thursdays @ 7PM  
every other week @ Chambers, Cox’s, 
Patrick’s, Brown’s and Royall’s  

If you would like to serve on a BtB Team 
and forgot to sign up, please contact the 
team leader at the appropriate email 
address. 

Wednesdays @6:30PM 
 Youth Study and  AWANA! 

Sunday Service 10:30AM 
Children’s Church @10:30AM 

Giving from service on 9/04/2022 
 
General Offering  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,582.00 
Building Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,715.00 
Uganda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  125.00 
  Total. . . . . . . . . . . .8,422.00 

 
Attendance . . . . . . . . . . 237 
Sunday School . . . . . . 151 

Online. . . . . . . . .24 

 
 

Women’s Ministry-women@ghbcva.org 
AWANA-awana@ghbcva.org 

Outreach Ministry-outreach@ghbcva.org 
Worship Ministry-worship@ghbcva.org 

Men’s Ministry-men@ghbcva.org 
Children’s Ministry-children@ghbcva.org 

Youth Ministry-youth@ghbcva.org 
Prayer Team-prayer@ghbcva.org 

Maintenance-maintenance @ghbcva.org 
Fellowship-fellowship@ghbcva.org 

Communications-communications@ghbcva.org 
Front Line-frontline@ghbcva.org

Security-security@ghbcva.org 

ghbcva.org | 804.561.3742 
9821 South Redfield Drive, Amelia, VA 23002 

Build the Body Ministries 

 


