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Stairway To Heaven

“And a roadway will be there, a highway, And it will be called
the Highway of Holiness.” Isaiah 35:8

Growing up in the '60s, | became a fan of Led Zepplin. | owned
every album they recorded. Their untitled fourth album
contained the hit Stairway To Heaven. It is widely regarded as
one of the greatest rock songs ever. Least you be misinformed
this is not a Christian song.

Aidan Schuttler explains the meaning of the verses.

The first verse spends its time introducing our main
character: the lady. She’s characterized as someone
who believes that salvation is found in money, and
that she can buy whatever she wants. The first half

of the verse oozes hubris, making her out to be
someone who is actively pursuing (presently “buying”
the stairway) a path to heaven with what she believes
is a morally good way to do so. The second half of the
verse furthers her egotism, yet undercuts it as well: a
“sign on the wall” is a common trope to denote
something as obvious, yet she reads it again, hoping
to find something else in it. Here, she is both arrogant
and unsure of herself: she wishes to find a second
meaning, hoping to justify her way of attaining heaven.
By hoping for two meanings, she demonstrates both
her self-delusion and her self-awareness.

Even though this is a secular song, it does describe men's futile

efforts to earn their way to heaven.

The Highway of Holiness is only mentioned once in scripture. In

Isaiah 34, God promises that, in the future, the land of Israel will

be blessed with fertility and “the desert shall rejoice and blossom

as the rose” (verse 2). Isaiah’s prophecy of the messianic kingdom
also encourages the weak and fearful to be strong, for God will
come with vengeance to save the long-oppressed people of

Israel (verses 3-4). There will be gladness and shouts of joy

when the new, restored Zion will see God'’s glory, experience

His presence, and be guided and protected by Him.

The following comes from commentator Michael Houdmann:
The highway of holiness has three important
characteristics. The first is found in Isaiah 35:8: “/t will
be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will

not journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it.”

The highway of holiness is a place of holiness. It is
reserved for those who are righteous in God’s sight.

No one entering the kingdom will be foolish or sinful.
Christ alone provides the way of holiness, having
exchanged His perfect righteousness for our sin
(2 Corinthians 5:21). His righteousness is imputed to
us, enabling us to be holy, even as He is holy. The
highway is reserved for His people alone.
Second, the highway of holiness is a place of safety,
reserved for the redeemed of the Lord. “No lion will
be there, nor any ravenous beast; they will not be
found there. But only the redeemed will walk there,
and those the Lord has rescued will return” (Isaiah 35:
9-10). This is indicative of the safety and security
God'’s people will experience on the highway. No
wicked persons, symbolized by lions and ravenous
beasts, will be allowed on the highway. The redeemed
of the Lord will walk there in peace and safety.
Third, the highway of holiness will be a place of joy:
“They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy
will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will
overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee
away” (Isaiah 35:10). Just as the ransomed captives
would return joyfully from Babylon, all the redeemed
of the Lord will enter the millennial kingdom rejoicing.
One day Jesus will return and set up the Millennial Kingdom,
and there will be a Highway of Holiness. The only stairway to
heaven is through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not of works, so
that no one may boast.” Eph. 2:8-9.

Your shepherd,
Pastor Mark

"The person who wants a SAVIOR from
Hell but not a SAVIOR from sin has a
SAVIOR from neither."

-Justin Peters

Grace Gory

“A man may read the figure on the dial, but he cannot tell
how the day goes, unless the sun shines upon the dial: we
may read the Bible over, but we can not learn the purpose,
till the Spirit of God shines into our hearts. O implore this
blessed Spirit! It is God's prerogative-royal to teach: "l am
the Lord thy God, which teacheth thee to profit." Is. 48. 17.
Ministers may tell us our lesson, God only can teach us;
we have lost both our hearing and eye-sight, therefore
are very unfit to learn. Ever since Eve listened to the
serpent, we have been deaf; and since she looked on

the tree of knowledge we have been blind; but when

God comes to teach, he removes these impediments.”

— Thomas Watson, The Art of Divine Contentment




Weekly Gatieringy

SET

L ==

TamE
am

LA

=

Bible Classes

Old & New Testament Classes

Ladies Class
Young Adults Young Parents
Youth Surge

Sunday Morning @ 9:00AM

Weekday Meetings

Mondays | 7PM Men'’s Book Study
Fridays | 6AM Men'’s Book Study
Wednesdays | 6:30PM AWANA
Thursdays | T0AM Ladies Bible Study

Family Groups
Thursdays @ 7PM
Please see website for locations

Build the Body Teams

If you would like to serve on a BtB Team
and need to sign up, please contact the
team leader at the appropriate email
address on the back of this bulletin.

Youth Study

Wednesdays @6:30PM
Youth Study; AWANA & Surge!

Service Times
Sunday School 9:00AM
Children’s Church 10:30AM
Sunday Services 10:30AM

Giving from service on 02/09/2025

General Offering .........cccoiiiiiiinia.. $9,555.67
BuildingFund ... $1,601.008
Uganda...... coveiiiiiiiiiii it $141.00
Benevolence.......cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii i $150.00
Total............ $11,447.67
Attendance.......... 210

Buidd e Body Monisthiey

Women's Ministry-women@ghbcva.org
AWANA-awana@ghbcva.org
Outreach Ministry-outreach@ghbcva.org
Worship Ministry-worship@ghbcva.org
Men’s Ministry-men@ghbcva.org
Children’s Ministry-children@ghbcva.org
Youth Ministry-youth@ghbcva.org
Prayer Team-prayer@ghbcva.org
Maintenance-maintenance @ghbcva.org
Fellowship-fellowship@ghbcva.org
Communications-communications@ghbcva.org
Front Line-frontline@ghbcva.org
Security-security@ghbcva.org

- GRACE HARVEST BIBLE CHURCH
60 GATHER GROW GO

ghbcva.org | 804.561.3742
9821 South Redfield Drive, Amelia, VA 23002

Grace Harvest

Bible Church

Feb 16,2025




